[Autosomal translocation in gynaecology and obstetrics. 1. Reproduction behaviour and chance of chromosomal translocation carriers (author's transl)].
Nineteen chromosal translocations (1.8 per cent) were recorded from 1,055 chromosomal analyses, between 1972 and 1980. Three translocations were unbalanced. Their carriers were no longer suitable for reproduction for the severity of their chromosomally caused disorders. Another three translocation carriers declined to have children of their own by voluntary decision or due to functional disorders, although they had been carriers of balanced translocations. Thirteen translocation carriers insisted on having children. With 41 pregnancies reviewed, abortion was the result of 58.5 per cent, birth of still malformations of 12.2 per cent, birth of living malformations in 7.3 per cent, and birth of clinically intact children in 22 per cent (three cases of balanced translocation). There were five D/G translocations and three D/D translocations. All the other translocations were singular. Only one in seven pregnancies of D/G translocation carriers (4 +/- 0.8) resulted in the birth of a clinically intact child. One in three pregnancies of other translocation carriers (2.6 +/- 0.3) yielded the same result. Female translocation carriers were 1.6 times as frequent as males. Their rates of abortion and malformation were twice as high as those of other women. -Clinically intact children were born only to nine of 13 couples, notwithstanding prenatal diagnosis. Handicapped children were recorded from 23 per cent of the couples reviewed. The need is emphasised for psychological guidance of such couples which should be offered by the attending gynaecologist.